
Happy New Year! 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their 
continued support and wish you all a prosperous, healthy 2017. 

Christmas and the New Year were a busy time once again, and I was very 
fortunate to attend a number of festive events across the constituency 
including the Craft Fair at Neath Town Council’s newly refurbished cafe, the 
Christmas Lights switch on at Melin Primary School, and Resolven Christmas 
Parade.  

The photo above marks #redribbonday, an act of support and solidarity with 
those living with Aids and HIV. 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I was delighted to 
attend the Melin 
Christmas Lights 

switch on with NPT 
Mayor Shiela Penry 
and Neath Mayor 

John Warman. 

I was proud to 
support Small 

Business Saturday 
and promote 

shopping in locally. 

I was delighted to 
visit Royal Mail’s 

Neath Sorting 
Office in the run up 

to Christmas to 
personally thank 
the hardworking 

staff.

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITON! 
I was overwhelmed with all the fantasmagorical 
entries from all the children in Neath in my first 

Christmas Card competition, which made it very 
hard to choose a winner. All entries were displayed 

in the Office window and had a great response. 
Congrats and thanks to winners Regan Edwards 

(Melin Primary) and Cadi Mair Williams (Ysgol 
Cymraeg Castell Nedd). 



Weekdays in 
Westminster 
Legislation, debates, Parliamentary 
commitments and holding the 
Government to account. 

I take my responsibility as a Parliamentarian 
very seriously, and I am committed to 
representing the people of Neath in Westminster. 
This involves voting on legislation, speaking in 
debates and holding the Government to account. 

This past month or so I have spoken in a variety 
of debates, including Regional Economic Effects 
on Leaving the EU, where I asked what the 
Government’s plan is to continue the vital 
financial support for Neath and Wales following 
the UK’s exit from the EU. 

During Home Office Questions I asked if the 
Home Secretary will commit to look again at 
immigration rules so that children do not have 
to risk their lives to be with their families. 

On the 6th December I was representing the 
Shadow Justice Team in the chamber during 
Justice Questions, where I asked the Secretary of 
State how she plans to retain staff and recruit 
the Prison Officers needed to get a grip on the 
current crisis. 

“Will the Government commit 
today to publishing their 
response to the Woman and 
Equalities Committee report 
on the gender pay gap” 

I attended a Westminster Hall debate on Tidal 
Lagoons and the UK Energy Strategy, where I 
asked the Minister for his views on the Hendry 
Report and the potential for Swansea Bay Tidal 
Lagoon to create jobs and apprenticeships.  

On 8th December I attended Business Questions, 
where I asked the Leader of the House for a 
statement regarding the length of consultation 
periods, given the ridiculously short time of 5 
weeks plus Christmas for consulting on the 
reform of the employment tribunal system and 
soft tissue claims. 
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DEBATE ON HOMELESSNESS 
On Wednesday 14th December I spoke in a debate on 
homelessness, when I suggested the UK Government could look 
to the Welsh Labour Government, who in their Housing (Wales) 
Act (2014) have pledged £5.6 million in the first year and £3 
million in the second year, despite cuts from the UK Government, 
to fund affordable rent as well as affordable homes to buy. They 
have also pledged not to force local authorities to sell vacant 
properties to the highest bidder. Homelessness is a growing 
problem across the Country, doubling under the Tories, and we 
have pledged that a Labour Government would bring an end to 
rough sleeping.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UK_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UK_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Government


Richard Burgon MP 
Visit to Neath 
The Shadow Secretary of State for 
Justice took time out of his busy 
schedule to visit the Neath 
Constituency and learn about some 
excellent local projects. 

I was delighted to welcome Richard Burgon MP 
to Neath this past December. As Shadow Lord 
Chancellor, Richard leads Labour’s Shadow 
Justice Team, and it is a privilege to serve with 
Richard and work together on Justice issues. 

While in Neath, Richard visited a number of 
locations including the Offender Interventions 
Service and Hillside Secure Children’s Home, 
where they were joined by Dusty Kennedy of 

Youth Justice Board Cymru, Chief Inspector 
Matthew Lewis, Director of Social Services Nick 
Jarman,  Hillside Manager Mark Lazarus, and 
Unison’s Mark Fisher. 

Richard was very impressed with the whole 
systems approach in Neath Port Talbot, 
hardworking committed staff, and the models of 
best practice in Young Offending and 
rehabilitation.  
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BRONWEN LEWIS ALBUM LAUNCH 
On Sunday 4th December I was proud to attend the launch of 
Bronwen Lewis’ album ‘Home’. Bronwen is a rising star of Neath; born 
in Seven Sisters and now living in Cadoxton, Bronwen featured on 
BBC One’s ‘The Voice’, singing a bi-lingual version of ‘Fields of Gold’. 
Despite the judges making the mistake of not turning, Bronwen’s 
career has gone from strength to strength since. Providing a star turn 
in the hit film ‘Pride’, it was Bronwen’s moment singing ‘Bread and 
Roses’ that captured the spirit of community and solidarity embodied 
in the 1984 Miners’ Strike, and the relationship with LGSM.  The 
launch was attended by none other than BBC Wales’ Mal Pope, who 
regularly features Bronwen’s music on his show. 

BAY TV 
I have recently made links with a brand new 
local digital TV station, Bay TV, based in Swansea 
and serving the Swansea Bay area. I was thrilled 
to be asked to feature on their “Down the Bay” 
Show with Cai Williams and Gaina Morgan, and 
have appeared a number of times to cover the 
news, talk about Parliament, and raise awareness 
of local and national issues. I’ve also been keen 
to champion events in Neath, and was proud to 
share a slot with Bronwen Lewis. 
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On the 14th December I attended the 
Westminster Hall debate on the Effect of Exiting 
the EU on Businesses in Wales. During the debate, 
I was proud to champion local businesses across 
Neath and the positive impact European funding 
has had on them. 

Projects such as Swansea University’s Bay 
Campus have supported hundreds of local 
businesses—contractors, subcontractors, cafés, 
shops, fuel stations and bus companies; the list 
goes on. Those who have been on an EU-funded 
training scheme have taken up employment 
with local businesses, which in turn have 
benefited from a revitalised, skilled workforce. 
The businesses that make up our tourism 
industry have been safeguarded and developed 
through additional investment in projects that 
have encouraged visitors to the area, who have 

been renting accommodation, eating out in 
restaurants and pubs, and enjoying the activities 
and facilities run by local businesses. 

Beyond the fear of losing structural funding and 
trade with the EU, constituents have concerns 
about the protection of workers’ rights. We have 
already seen this Tory Government going at it 
hammer and tongs over the assent of the nasty 
and pernicious Trade Union Bill. How can we 
trust them on workers’ rights? I am simply not 
convinced that the Prime Minister and her 
Government will be committed to protecting 
workers’ rights after Brexit and the repeal of EU 
employment laws. As to whether EU regulations 
on businesses bring costs or benefits, I 
appreciate that there are arguments on both 
sides, and only time will reveal which of those 
opinions is true.
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WORKING TOGETHER FOR NEATH 
This past year my office in Windsor Road has hosted a Swansea Neath 
Port Talbot Citizens Advice Worker once a week. The pilot was 
established following a meeting with SNPT Citizens Advice, where 
their Chief Executive Jackie Preston saw the benefit in co-locating 
such advice services. Following a very successful year, I am now 
exploring how we can extend the offer and support the co-location of 
other services, and I am working with organisations including Shelter 
Cymru, the Samaritans, Mencap, and NPT Welfare Rights in bid to 
maximise the use of the office to ensure the people of Neath receive 
the support and advice they need. 
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GNOLL PARKRUN 
On Christmas Eve I was pleased to join the Gnoll Parkrun, 
where over 150 volunteers and runners completed a 5K 
course.  

I have been humbled to see the growth of Parkruns all across 
the Country, and particularly proud of the development in 
Neath. Sport and physical activity is something very close to 
my heart, and it’s great to see people working together and 
supporting each other in improving their health and well-
being. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swansea_University
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/glossary/?gl=135
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/glossary/?gl=226
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/glossary/?gl=264
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/glossary/?gl=38

