
A New Year, a New Appointment… 
Neath MP takes a seat in Labour’s Shadow Cabinet 

On Thursday 9th February Christina was delighted to be appointed as 
Shadow Secretary of State for Wales. All her life she has been passionate 
about Wales and the Labour Party. She has been a party member for over 30 
years, and has represented Wales over 100 times as a Squash International. 
Christina said of the appointment: “It is an honour and a privilege to serve 
the Labour Party and to serve Wales. I will work closely with the Welsh 
Government and aim to be a strong voice for Wales in Westminster and at the 
Shadow Cabinet table. It is more important than ever that we hold this 
shambolic Tory Government to account. 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I was delighted to 
attend the Reunion 
of the ’56-’58 Seven 
Sisters RFC teams 

and celebrate 
success with some 

Neath legends. 

Proud to support 
the Neath 

Communities First 
and Communities 4 
Work Jobs Fair at 

the Gwyn Hall. 

I was honoured to 
be invited to 

present trophies at 
the Bourne Welsh 

Masters Closed 
Squash tournament.

VISIT TO BLAENHONDDAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
On Friday 10th February I was proud to pay a 
visit to Blaenhonddan Primary School and 
spend an hour with Year 5. After doing a TV 
interview that morning I thought I was 
prepared for the interrogation, but I must say, 
I was challenged with some of the best 
questions I’ve ever been asked!



Weekdays in 
Westminster 
Legislation, debates, Parliamentary 
commitments and holding the 
Government to account. 

I take my responsibility as a Parliamentarian 
very seriously, and I am committed to 
representing the people of Neath in Westminster. 

This past month I have attended several 
Parliamentary events, including the launch of 
the report by the All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Steel, titled “Steel 2020”. 

During Home Office Questions on 23rd January, I 
asked if the Minister will assure the House that 
the Government have no plans to reduce the 
number of international students coming to 
every UK university, and tell us what steps they 
will take to increase numbers?  

On the 24th January I was representing the 
Shadow Justice Team in the chamber during 
Justice Questions, where I asked the 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State what 
steps his Department is taking to ensure that 
victims of crime are informed of mechanisms 
available for restorative justice before an 
offender has been sentenced. 

“What representations has the 
Minister made to his 
Government about placing 
steel at the heart of their 
industrial strategy?” 

On January 26th I asked the Minister of State 
for Exiting the EU if he would comment on the 
schemes that the Government are considering as 
replacements for the CAP to reflect the 
importance of farming to the UK? 

During business questions on the 2nd February, I 
asked if the Leader of the House would grant a 
debate in Government time on the unfair and 
unnecessary delays in issuing Universal Credit 
payments, where claimants are having to wait 
up to six weeks, making them turn to food 
banks and pay-day lenders. 
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SUPPORT FOR WIDOWED PARENTS 
It is currently possible for the widowed parent of a new-born baby 
to receive up to £119,000 over 20 years as part of the Widowed 
Parents Allowance, but due to changes proposed by the 
Government, if a partner dies after 6 April 2017 payments will be 
limited to a mere £9,800 over 18 months. Having had the issue 
brought to my attention by a constituent, on the 9th February I 
was able to ask for a debate in Government time to discuss these 
Department for Work and Pensions reforms, which will cause 
severe hardship to grieving families. Whilst the Leader of the 
House was noncommittal, I shall continue to apply pressure on 
the Government to abandon these pernicious, unfair changes.



Christina Rees visit to 
HMP Swansea 
Neath MP makes a visit to one of the 
most over-populated prisons in the UK. 

I was very pleased to visit HMP Prison on 
Monday 13th February, and witness first hand 
the work put in by staff during difficult times for 
the prison service. 

I was apprehensive before arriving, and was 
worried about seeing a facility at the sharp end 
of unscrupulous cuts and Tory-mismanagement. 
In my role within Labour’s Shadow Justice 
Team, we have repeatedly challenged the Justice 
Secretary for her failure to deal with the Prisons 
crisis.  

Despite my concerns, I was greeted with a warm 
welcome from staff who, despite the obvious 
challenges, were clearly hardworking, 
committed and trying to make the best. In 
addition, I met a group of inmates engaged in a 
resettlement programme coming to the end of 
their sentence, and I was humbled to see how 
determined they were to make a fresh start. 
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GELLINUDD RECOVERY CENTRE LAUNCH LAUNCH 
On Thursday 26th January a unique and groundbreaking project 
was launched in Neath. Gellinudd Recovery Centre is a UK-first, part 
funded by the Big Lottery and Welsh Government, the centre will 
take a rounded approach to treating people will mental health 
issues and involve those very users in its design and running. The 
centre has been developed by charity Hafal, and is based on the 
ideas and shared experiences of adults with mental health illnesses 
such as depression and schizophrenia. I am very proud of the work 
put in to make this concept a reality, and commend the Welsh 
Government and Big Lottery for backing such an innovative idea. I 
wish the staff and users every success with the centre. 

MOTHERS’ NAMES ON MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES 
As many people will know, I have been campaigning during the 
past two years to change the law relating to the registration of 
marriages so that the names of the mothers of those getting 
married are included on the certificates. Predictably, my small but 
perfectly formed Bill fell during the undemocratic filibustering of 
Private Members’ Bill by some mean-spirited Tories. Nevertheless, 
the sustained pressure worked, and the Conservative Government 
have conceded defeat by passing through to committee stage a 
Bill by one of their MPs, Edward Argar, which proposes to 
comprehensively change the process of marriage registration - I’m 
sure you’ll agree, a victory for equality! 
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Having campaigned for a ‘Remain’ vote, I was 
saddened and frustrated by the outcome of the 
EU Referendum. For me and for many Labour 
MPs the Article 50 vote presented an agonising 
choice and I thought long and hard about the 
right course of action. 

Although I am fiercely pro-EU, I am also a 
democrat. The Labour Party voted in favour of 
the European Union Referendum Act 2015, 
which paved the way for the referendum to take 
place, and everyone who campaigned knew the 
outcome would be decisive. That is why I have 
repeatedly said that although I wish the outcome 
of the referendum had been different, I accept 
the result.

It follows that it would be wrong simply to 
frustrate the process and to block the Prime 
Minister from starting the Article 50 
negotiations. I did not therefore vote against the 
EU (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill when it 
came through Parliament.

The ballot paper on 23 June last year did not, 
however, give the Prime Minister power to act as 
she sees fit or to change our domestic laws or 
policies.

We need MPs to have a meaningful vote on the 
final Brexit deal – that means the House of 
Commons has the first say on any proposed deal 
before it is considered by the European Council 

and Parliament. This would strengthen the 
House of Commons’ ability to influence the 
negotiating process and mean that MPs could 
send the Government back to the negotiating 
table if they are unhappy with the proposed final 
deal.

The Government should report back to 
Parliament regularly during the negotiations so 
that progress can be known and checked. We 
will also try to ensure that the legal status of EU 
citizens already living in the UK is guaranteed 
before negotiations begin – a point that is long 
overdue. 

Labour will argue throughout for a Brexit deal 
that puts jobs and the economy first and protects 
vital workers’ rights and environmental 
protections. We also totally reject the Prime 
Minister’s threat to rip up the economic and 
social fabric of the country and turn Britain into 
a tax haven economy if she fails in her 
negotiations.

I know that many have called on the Party to 
oppose the Bill and vote against triggering 
Article 50. I do not believe it would be the right 
thing to do for our constituency or the country. 
What we need now is to accept the referendum 
result, to fight for the best possible Brexit deal 
and to hold the Government to account every 
step of the way. That is what I and the Labour 
Party will do.
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WALES WOMEN VS ENGLAND WOMEN 
On Saturday 11th February I was honoured to attend the 
Wales Women Six Nations International Match versus England 
Women at Cardiff Arms Park. I attended with Hywel Francis 
and was delighted to spend time with ex-internationals Ryan 
Jones and Neath’s own Bethan Kelland-Howell. Despite huge 
tenacity and a hard fought game, our women came off the 
field defeated 63-0. Nevertheless, it is great to see the growth 
of the Women’s game in Wales - the England Women’s Team 
are full time professionals, and I have no doubt that at this rate 
Wales Women will follow suit soon enough. 


