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I was delighted to
attend Banwen RFC
vs. Glyngorrwg
RFC, where Hywel
Francis made a
presentation to the
Banwen RFC
President

St. David’s Day in London
Shadow Secretary of State for Wales welcomes First Minister
On Wednesday 1st March I was proud and honoured to attend the St. David’s
Day Reception at Lancaster House hosted by the First Minister of Wales
Carwyn Jones.
I was joined by my Shadow Wales Minister Gerald Jones MP, and we were
both delighted to hear how the Welsh Labour Government had been
promoting Wales across the world. The event was a great opportunity to
highlight Wales and its achievements to many foreign diplomats and business
people, based in London but with an interest in Wales.

Gret to meet with
Police and Crime
Commissioners
Alun Michael and
Jeff Cuthbert

MUTUAL GUARANTEE SOCIETIES BILL
Working with the Coop Party, I was delighted to see my ten-minute rule
bill to make provisions for the creation of mutual guarantee societies pass
the first reading in Parliament this past January. The law would enable
SMEs to form mutual guarantee societies to secure better access to
finance. The bill seeks to harness the positive power of cooperation to
increase SME lending in this country. Although my new role has mean the
withdrawal of my bill, I have it on good authority that the provisions will
feature in similar legislation being brought forward by the Government.
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Delighted to show
my support for the
WASPI Campaign in
Parliament on
International
Women’s Day
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Weekdays in
Westminster
Legislation, debates, Parliamentary
commitments and holding the
Government to account.
On Thursday 2nd March I was honoured to sum
up the Welsh Affairs debate marking St. David’s
Day.
The debate, secured by the Member for Ynys
Mon Albert Owen, saw important contributions
from a wide range of Parliamentarians from all
parties, and raised concerns on subjects such as
steel and industrial strategy, the Swansea Bay
Tidal Lagoon, the cockle industry, higher
education and economic development, the
Welsh Language and Severn Bridge Tolls.

“When will the Minister
launch his vision for North
Wales? Does he plan to visit
the US to promote Wales
anytime soon?”
On Wednesday 8th March I was humbled to take
to dispatch box for the first time in my role as
Shadow Secretary of State during Welsh
Questions. The Government was predictably
non-committal on all issues raised, the Secretary
of State, Alun Cairns, was less than specific on
what he was doing to recruit more business for
Wales, as First Minister Carwyn Jones was doing
in America.

I was privileged to pay tribute not only to my
great friend and former Father of the House,
Gerald Kaufman, who had recently passed away,
but also Elli Norkett, who died tragically in a car
accident a few weeks ago. Elli, aged only 20,
was a rising sports star and the youngest player
at the Women’s Rugby World Cup. She had
gained four senior Welsh caps by the age of 17. I
had the fortune of meeting Elli and was inspired
by her charm, wit and passion. She was a young
woman who touched the lives of so many.

Equally so, Guto Bebb, Parliamentary UnderSecretary, refused to say when the Government
would launch their vision for North Wales.

BRIDGEND FORD ENGINE PLANT
This month I have written to the Prime Minister to echo the
concerns raised by Unite the Union and workers at the Bridgend
Ford Engine Plant on the future of the production of engines. It is
projected that a cut of two thirds of the current workforce is
possible by 2021 should no new orders be found. I am calling
upon the UK Government to do it can to safeguard jobs and the
future of the plant for the next generations. The news is of
enormous concern, not least because of the uncertainty
surrounding Brexit, and we demand more than piecemeal
assurances from the Prime Minister, given to individual
companies as we leap from one crisis to another.
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ALL-PARTY GROUP ON SEPSIS
Having had a personal relationship with Sepsis, I was
delighted to have been elected Chair of the All-Party
Parliamentary Group. I will be working closely with Sepsis UK
to promote awareness of the easily preventable, but lifethreatening illness.
We will seeking out partners across Wales and the UK to
distribute leaflets and information, make presentations to
voluntary groups and show the trailer for award-winning film
“Starfish”, which documents the personal plight of a young
sports star and his journey recovering for the illnesses that
has changed his life for ever.
what it would bring to the region in terms of
jobs, investment and energy. Commenting on
the current state of play, the Shadow Secretary
of State for BEIS called upon the Tory
Government to stop delaying their commitment
and to get on with making it happen.

Rebecca Long-Bailey
Visits Swansea Bay
Tidal Lagoon
Shadow Secretary of State for Wales
welcomes Shadow BEIS Secretary
It was a pleasure to welcome the Shadow
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy to Wales on Thursday 16th
March. Recently appointed Rebecca Long-Bailey
came down to Swansea Bay to meet with Tidal
Power and discuss the progress of the tidal
lagoon project. The visit included a speedboat
trip around the footprint of the lagoon and a
round table discussion with local stakeholders.
Rebecca was very supportive of the venture and

OFFICIAL OPENING OF YSGOL BAE BAGLAN
I was delighted to attend the official opening of Ysgol Bae Baglan
on Monday 13th March. Bae Baglan is the product of several
years work and the vision of the Local Authority to create a
school fit for purpose in the modern age. Funded via the Welsh
Government’s 21st Centruy Schools Programme, the school
alagamates Cwrt Sart, Sandfields and Glan Afan Comprehensive
Schools, and Traethmelin Primary. It was humbling to see the
real-life impact that state-of-the-art facilities can make on the
education experience of young people. Speaking at the opening
was Council Leader Ali Thomas, School Executive Head Mike Tate
and Cabinet Secretary Kirsty Williams.
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WESTERN BEACONS MOUNTAIN SEARCH AND
RESCUE TEAM LAUNCHES NEW BASE AS PART
OF INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIP

This is a unique and exciting opportunity for
our teams to train and work together and to
provide an even better service to the
communities that we both serve’.

Today has been a historic day in the long history
of the Western Beacons Team.

Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
Area Manager Iwan Cray said, “As the role of
the Fire Service diversifies and evolves to cater
to a wide range of scenarios, so too must our
ability to respond to them. We are delighted to
share our Fire Station with The Western
Beacons Mountain Search and Rescue Team
as this will develop both organisations’ search
and rescue capability and strengthen our
excellent partnership”.

This morning saw the opening of a new satellite
base for the team at Pontardawe Fire Station in
the Swansea Valley.
This event marked the beginning of a close
collaboration between Mid and West Fire &
Rescue Service and Western Beacons
Mountain Search & Rescue Team, a
collaboration between both full time
professional emergency service and volunteer
rescue that is unique in Wales.

MP for Neath, Mrs Christina Rees, also
attended and paid tribute to the forward
thinking of Mid & West Fire and Rescue
Services and Western Beacons Team before
praising the dedication of all members of the
Emergency Services, both paid and volunteer,
for their continued and selfless dedication to
the communities which they serve.

Not only will the siting of a team 4x4 Response
Vehicle see a major reduction in our response
time across a large portion of our area of
primary responsibility, but will also foster closer
ties with our Fire & Rescue Service colleagues
including opportunities for joint training around
such areas as technical rope and swift water
rescue.
Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
Group Manager Peter Greenslade, Head of
Response for Neath Port Talbot said, ‘Mid &
West Wales Fire & Rescue Service are
extremely happy to welcome Western Beacons
Mountain Search & Rescue Team to
Pontardawe Fire Station.

2017 BUDGET AND WALES
As predicted, this is another disappointing budget for Wales. The additional revenue funding, in the
shape of a measly 0.33% increase, will mean nothing against the continued commitment by the UK
Government to press ahead with £3.5bn cuts to public services, which may mean Welsh Government’s
budget being reduced by £175m. It was a missed opportunity to abandon the failed policy of austerity
and support working people in Wales and the UK. The Government’s changes to National Insurance
Contributions are not fair and Labour will oppose them. They are set to raise £2bn from self-employed
low and middle earners, but with nothing to improve their conditions even as the Chancellor was
boasting about cutting tax for big corporations. Perhaps most disappointing of all was the Government’s
failure to make a formal commitment to Swansea Bay City Deal, North Wales Growth Deal or Tidal Power
– vital projects to boost regional economies. Just last week, Welsh Government’s Economy and
Infrastructure Secretary, Ken Skates, announced his vision for North Wales.
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