
Welsh Grand Returns 
MPs debate impact of Autumn Budget on Wales 
This past month saw the first Welsh Grand Committee since February 2016, 
as all Members of Parliament representing Wales’ forty constituencies 
convened to discuss the impact of the Autumn Budget on Wales. The 
committee marked an historic moment, where for the first time ever the 
Welsh language was formally spoken during a parliamentary session. 

Opening the debate, Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns attempted to set out what 
Wales had gained via the UK Government’s Autumn budget. Responding, 
Shadow Welsh Secretary Christina Rees rebuked Cairns’ weak efforts to cover 
up yet more proof of how the Tories let down Wales. She also demonstrated 
what a radical, progressive budget can achieve - in the right hands - by 
outlining the achievements and commitments of the Welsh Labour 
Government, including extra money for the NHS, investment in public 
services, projects to tackle youth homelessness, and support for businesses.  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I was delighted to 
attend Cadoxton 

Ward Labour Party’s 
Annual General 

Meeting and chat to 
local members 
about concerns 
around Brexit, 

continued austerity 
and welfare reform. 

On 20th January I 
joined Jermey Miles 
AM and the Cabinet 
Secretary for Local 
Government and 
Public Services, 

Alun Davies AM, to 
watch Banwen RFC 

vs Alltwen RFC. 
Hosted by local 
Councillor Dean 
Cawsey it was a 

great day despite 
the cold weather 

and mud-drenched 
game resulting in a 
6-3 win to Alltwen.

PLAS BRYN RHOSYN CARE HOME 
On Friday 26th January I was very pleased to 
visit Plas Bryn Rhosyn Care Home, where I was 
treated to a feast of vegan food to mark 
‘Veganuary’, a whole month dedicated to 
promoting veganism and vegetarianism. Plas 
Bryn Rhosyn is one of the first care homes in 
Wales to offer vegan food on their menus.



Wales in Westminster 
Welsh MPs and Shadow Secretary of 
State provide voice for Wales 

The latest session of Wales Questions took place 
on Wednesday 31st January, where Christina 
took to the dispatch box once again, this time 
welcoming the new Wales Minister Stuart 
Andrew MP to his post. A Welsh speaker, Stuart 
hails from Ynys Mon, and was very briefly a 
member of the Labour Party. Christina was quick 
to remind the House of this, but also quick to 
point out the Party may be full, should Mr. 
Andrew wish to return! Christina used her time 
to congratulate the Welsh Government on being 
named the number 1 employer of LGBT staff in 
the UK, and to push for progress on the Tidal 

Lagoon, highlighting the need for jobs and 
apprenticeships. 

This past month has also seen Wales raised 
several times during Business Questions to the 
Leader of the House. Shadow Leader of the 
House Valerie Vaz has repeatedly rebutted the 
UK Tory Government on their appalling attacks 
on the Welsh Labour Government, most recently 
highlighting their need to apologise for using 
misleading statistics to compare Wales and 
England A&E 
waiting times, 
and for failing to 
reply to a letter 
from the First 
Minister about 
the Tidal Lagoon.
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VOTES FOR WOMEN 
It has been 100 years since some women become legally 
eligible to vote in public elections. In February 1918, the 
Representation of the People Act came into force, giving 
certain property-owning women over 30 the right to vote in 
elections. It was a further decade before the franchise 
extended to all women and men over the age of 21. I was 
humbled to mark the occasion with fellow women 
Parliamentarians and to think about the long Suffragette 
struggle in the years leading up to 1918 Act, and of course 
beyond it. With only 11 female Welsh MPs out of 40 (which is a 
record number - 10 of which are Labour), there is still much to 
do to support the representation of women in politics.

LABOUR NATIONAL CAMPAIGN DAY IN NEATH 
January 15th saw the latest Labour Party National Campaign 
Day hit Neath. Despite some soggy weather, we were able to 
muster enough hardy campaigners to put together three 
teams for action. One team joined Jeremy Miles on the 
streets of Crynant, campaigning on local issues including the 
future of Cefn Coed Coal Museum. The second rallied the 
crowds in the Neath Town Centre, handing out flyers which 
highlight the flaws of Universal Credit. The third held a 
phone-bank in the office in support of Alyn & Deeside by-
election candidate, Jack Sargeant. We’re very pleased to 
report Jack won with an increased majority, and all at Neath 
Constituency Labour Party congratulate and wish him well!


