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St. Patrick’s Day in Wales
Local Legend makes international news

I was delighted to
get out on the
campaign trail with
members from
Brecon and
Radnorshire CLP as
they worked hard
for their candidate
in the Brecon Town
Council by-election,
which resulted in a
Labour gain!

This past St. Patrick’s Day Shadow Secretary of State for Wales, Christina
Rees, visited his alleged birthplace in Banwen to take part in the annual
ceremony to mark the occasion. This year was like any other, with hardy
devotees attending in near-inclement weather and sub-zero conditions, with
Roy Noble regaling the crowds with his dreams of a monument to Patrick.
Banwen has long been thought of as the birthplace of St. Patrick, not only by
George Brinley Evans and only local people committed to the legend, but also
by scholars such as American Thomas John Clark. However, this year saw the
ante well and truly upped - Irish TV programme Nationwide broadcast an
hour-long programme on RTE Dublin (the Irish BBC One) espousing the
virtues of Patrick being a Banwen boy. You can find the programme on RTE
Player. So here’s to Patrick, and here’s to Neath becoming an international
mecca for pilgrims wanting to celebrate the great man’s proper birthplace!

WELSH LABOUR’S ACTION SATURDAYS

Despite the prolonged winter and inclement
weather, campaigning continued apace in
Neath, with hardy canvassers turning out for
every Labour Action Saturday. Kudos to our
Campaign Coordinator Yvonne for all her hard
work - keep a look out for future campaign
days and get involved!
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This past month I
was proud to
support Brain
Tumour Awareness
Month, a UK-wide
campaign to
promote the
importance of
recognising the
symptoms of a
brain tumour. This
vital campaign has
gathered huge
support across
Parliament.
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WELSH LABOUR CONFERENCE
This year’s Welsh Labour Conference took place in a very
sunny Llandudno, where I was honoured to give my
second conference speech as Shadow Welsh Secretary.
The conference was dominated by First Minister Carwyn
Jones’ announcement that he is standing down. Carwyn’s
contribution to both Welsh Labour and Welsh public life has
been immense. His government has improved the life
chances of people across our country, and as his speech
showed, continues to deliver for those people who need us
most. Wales – and Welsh Labour – owes him a debt of
gratitude for his selfless service. I have been proud to work
alongside him, and am proud to call him a friend.
psychiatrists, who ensure that vulnerable people
are not denied the welfare to which they are
entitled. Shadow Welsh Secretary Christina Rees
focused on the Government’s failure to heed
advice on electrification to Swansea and the
impact its cancelation will have on rail travel in
South Wales and the economy in the region. She
further asked what the Tory Government were
doing to prioritise the funds that Welsh rail
projects so desperately needed.

Wales in Westminster
Welsh MPs and Shadow Secretary of
State provide voice for Wales
This May saw another round of Welsh Questions
take place in Parliament, as MPs from across the
house gathered to seek answers from the
Secretary of State for Wales. As always, Welsh
Labour MPs were strong in number and voice,
asking questions on vital issues such as Welfare
Reform, Policing budgets, Industrial Strategy
and Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon.
Shadow Wales Minister Chris Ruane questioned
the Government on their policy of conducting
work capability assessments without
appropriately trained psychologists or

GILL FURNISS VISIT TO TATA
April saw a visit to TATA Port Talbot from the Shadow Minister for Steel,
Postal Affairs and Consumer Protection, Gill Furniss MP, accompanied
by Welsh Secretary Christina Rees. The delegation were on a factfinding mission, speaking with the workforce and unions about the
state of the steel industry in the UK and the failures of the UK Tory
Government to protect and grow the sector. The visit was followed by
one to the UK Steel site in Scunthorpe, along with local MP Nic Dakin
and Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Engery and Industrial
Strategy Rebecca Long-Bailey. Commenting on the visits Christina
Rees highlighted the importance of recognising the differences in the
sites but also the similarities in terms of their impact on the local area
and economy.
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VISIT TO BLAENAVON
Christina Rees, MP for Neath and Shadow Secretary of State
for Wales, was delighted to visit the world heritage site of
Blaenavon with Torfaen Constituency MP Nick ThomasSymonds and Leader of Torfaen County Borough Council
Anthony Hunt.
Speaking after the visit, Christina Rees said: “I was
immensely impressed, not only with the wonderful architecture
and rich history, but also with the passion and commitment of
the volunteers and staff who bring it all to life. I am very much
looking forward to returning to Blaenavon to visit the other
attractions and ride the Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway.”
Also this month I was honoured to attend the
Annual Devine Service of Tonna Community
Council. It was great to be there with members
of council, County Councillor Leanne Jones and
Neath Port Talbot Mayor Dennis Keogh. The
service, which took place at Noddfa Newydd
Baptist Church, was conducted by Reverend
Robert Bawden and witnessed the installation
of Cllr. Stephen Roberts as Chairman.
A highlight of the past month was attending
the launch of Resolven Building Blocks’
Families Together 2 Project. Sponsored by the
Big Lottery Fund, FT2 offers family led
supportive service which will enable families to
get the best start in life. I commend Resolven
Building Blocks for all their excellent work in
the community and thank them for their efforts.

RESOLVEN MINERS WELFARE RESTORATION PROJECT
Many people will be familiar with the great building in the
middle of Resolven, and perhaps familiar with the modest but
perfectly formed bar at the rear. However, not many will be
aware of it as a jewel in the cultural crown of the area, once a
glorious art deco building hosting performances which drew
audiences from far and wide. Having visited Resolven
Miners’ Welfare recently I was awestruck at such a wonderful
building, and indeed the passion with which the volunteers
speak about their vision. I was inspired by their energy and
enthusiasm for bringing the Welfare back to life, not only to
preserve an historic building but to rejuvenate its role as the
beating heart of the community.
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MAY DAY COMMUNITY EVENTS
This year’s May Day turned out to be the sunniest on record,
and was matched by the very warm welcome Jeremy and I
had at celebrations at Blaenhondda and Melincryddan. It was
great to see the efforts of hardworking volunteers rewarded
with great weather and an even better turn out. I was
delighted to bump into old friends and catch up with
colleagues, none more so than Nicola Hemsley, founder and
Managing Director of Organised Kaos, a community
enterprise circus training school, targeting young people at
risk of social exclusion. Undoubtedly the star turn of the day
was the Organised Kaos circus performance which was as
hair-raising as it was enthralling!
I was honoured to attend the meeting of the All
Party Parliamentary Group on Industrial
Heritage to launch its report. The group,
founded and chaired by Nick Thomas-Symonds
MP, seeks to promote the importance of
industrial heritage for communities and local
economies.

It is with great privilege that I write to pay
tribute to the Reverend Canon Stephen Ryan,
who has recently retired from his post as Team
Rector in Neath Rectorial Benefice. I want to
thank him for his service to the people of Neath
and for his support since my first election in
2015. He will be missed by the community and
I wish him well in his retirement.

SATURDAY SURGERIES
Since Christmas I have been holding regular scheduled
surgeries all across the Constituency. Taking place on a
Saturday morning, I have sought to work with
community locations to host informal drop-in sessions
based on the idea of having “A Cuppa with Chris”.
The sessions have been very well received, taken up by
local people needing help and advice on a range of
issues such as welfare and housing. If you would like to
host a future advice session in your community please
get in touch with my office and we will look to arrange
something as soon as possible.
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